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ie DIGCESAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
WESTERN CHINA 
Vice-Presidents : 


The Mosi Rev. the Archbishop of Sydacy. D.D. 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop J. Holden, D.D. 
Bishops: 


fast Szechwan: The Rt. Rev. K. G. Bevan. 
West Szeciwan: The Rt. Rev. C. T. Song. 


ANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED MARCH 3ist. 1942 


Foreword by the Hon. Treasurer 


During the past financial year, we have had many causes for 
thankfulness to God. In spite of the increased burden of taxation 
and the reduced incomes. which most people have had to face, our 
subscriptions and donations from all sources, including sums specially 
earmarked, amounted to £430, an increase of over 10 per cent. on the 
previous vear. while collections on the Day of Prayer and Gifts were 
oniy very slightly below those of the previous year. 

But the calls trom the Field for our help have been numerous 
and pressing. The war in China has enormous!y increased the 
general cosi of living as well as the expenses of the Bishops’ 
travelling, and am raids have caused grievous damage to Church 
property. To meet all the calls upon us as we could have wished, 
would have demanded a far harger income than we have at our 
disposal. in the circumstances, the Committee could only divide 
such funds as were available between the two Dioceses, and the 
small balance in hand at the close of the year has since all been 
remitted to China to meet some of the most pressing claims. | 

Let us pray that each one of the friends of God's work in 
West China may be faithful in giving ourselves and in praying that 
God will supply all the needs of our hard-pressed, suffering brethren 


in Szechwan. 
| J. H. WENHAM. 
[7th July, 1942. 
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WESTERN CHINA DIO¢ 
| Treasurer’s Receipts and Payments Account fo 


Receipts. 
To Cash at Bank (1/4/41): 
| | 207 19 10 
Interest on Deposit Account. . 5 4 
| | 
Subscriptions, Donations and Collections, 
including Income Tax ‘recovered | 
£59 6s. 9d. from Australia for Bishop Ku 75 5 3 | 
Collections, etc., Day of Prayer and Gifts 50 6 0 
Contributions . 488 17 4 
Investment. 
£400 34 per cent. War Loan, 1952, standing in the names 
~ of John Henry Wenham, Rev. — Herbert William | 
Hinde, and John Hewitt Mowill. | 
£711 2 6 | 
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DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
mnt forthe year ended March 1942. 


Payments. 
By Grants to Bishop Bevan voted by 
Committee .. oe -- 150 0 0 


,, Grants, including Special one Raid 
Damage to Bishop Song as voted by the eS 
| Committee . .. 200 0 6 


» Allowances to Bishop Sone through 
,, Bishop Ku’s Stipend by 59 6 
,, Other Amounts specially earmarked .. 516 0 © 
| Total towards Diocesan Expenses — 451 2.9 
,, Printing and Postage of “ Bulletin 
», Meetings and Bank Charges 3144 8 


, Organising Secretary, Salary, Office Ale 
| | 


Total Home Expenses — = 182 6 9 
», Cash at Bank, 31st March, 1942: oS 
On Deposit Account... 


On Current Account (including £10 2s. 6d. 
earmarked but not yet remitted) .. 60 8 2 = . 
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We have audited the above Statement of Receipts-and Payments | 
and certify that it-is in accordance with the books and —— 


WOODMAN, COX & WILKINS, 
| Auditors. | 
- HERBERT A COX, 

= Chartered Accountant. 


and is correct. 


4, Catherine Street, 
London, W.C.2. 
28th April, 1942. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE. 


: Again the issue of another “ Bulletin ” has been delayed by lack 
of news from Western China, and even now, nothing has been 
received direct.from Bishop Song or his fellow-workers in Western 
Szechwan. A recent mail, however, brought letters from Bishop 
Bevan of November and December last, as well as one written at the 
end of June, and “ Station Notes ” sent off in December, 1941. Parts — 
of the earlier letters and of these Notes are of such interest that they 
are being included in this issue along with the mere up-to-date letter. 


Letters hide Bishop Bevan, 


Bishop’s House, 
Chiihsien, | 
Szechwan, 'W. China. 
November 9th, 1941. 


Dear Friends of the Diocese, 
Just about a month ago the quarterly letter for the 
Bulletin was written and I decided that in the future some- 
thing much shorter must be written every month, for so 
many of my longer letters have gone astray. From last 
October, out of four which should have got through to 
the editor only two had reached her. Miss Hughes-Hallett 
works for the Diocese so hard and in such a businesslike 
- way that it must have been peculiarly trying for her to 
have to produce the Bulletin without any news either from 
me or from our sister Diocese of Western Szechwan. , The 
*failure of material to get through has been somewhat dis- 
maying at this‘end also! News from the various pastorates 
used to be collected by Mr. Pateman and, since he has been — 
moved to Chungking, by Mr. Lloyd, both of whom took this 
little task most seriously. Now, however, Mr. Lloyd has — 
asked to be relieved of this duty because postal communi- 
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cations to Pachung, which is about our most isolated 
station, are not good, and so once more we shall do the 
-— eollecting of news from this office. .. . 

Yesterday saw me tramping back onthe last stage of 
_ another. visit round a part of the Diocese, the Nanchung 
(Shunking) district and the Kwangan Deanery, where I 
spent a fortnight on tour with Mr. Davis, of the B.C.MLS. 
What we found on our trip gave us great cause for searching 
of heart. So much of\the apparently flourishing work of 
past years seems to have been stricken with a blight. In the 
first country church to be opened in that area, in the 
Yochih county, we found four families of elderly people. 
For years that market was a brigand haunt and only quite 
recently has settled down so that people can live in peace 
and Christian workers can visit it. Here, despite the sadness 
of seeing but the “ remnant,” we did wonder at the grace 
of God that had kept these people all these years and were 
given hope to believe that God’s reviving Spirit would 
renew His work in that place. For contrast, in another 
‘place that we visited where there is a house belonging to 
the Church, part of which was in the past used for services, 
we could see no hope at all, though one who worked here > 
over twenty years ago told me that it seemed to him to be 


one of the most promising churches in the whole area. At ~ 


another place we found a few old Christians, but with no 
place to meet in, though with a desire it seemed to gather 
together again. The next place to that had premises which © 
_— the local church members seem to vie with one another in 
letting to unbelievers, bringing in people whose actions 
would grossly defile even a place not set apart for a gather- 
ing Of Christians. Strange stories did we hear of things 
done in the name of “ the Gospel Hall.’’ | 
As we pray for that district one is humbled. The 
work of those who went before us, who gave their strength, 
poured out their lives in suffering toil and prayer, cannot 
have gone for nothing. We are not worthy to be their 
successors; how can we be their judges? They worked in 
_ days when it paid to be a Christian and the old pioneer of 
this district told me of the struggles he had had to prevent 
men from establishing a “Gospel Hall ” where 
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there were no real believers. Then about fifteen years ago 
came the crash, a time of bitter persecution, opposition 
and scorn. Those of us who came to China just about that 
time can realise best of all the terrible revulsion. That 
the Church exists at all to-day is entirely of God’s grace. 
Blow after blow has struck us, violent opposition, brigand- 
age, famine, war. That the Church has stood at all is 
proof of the value of the early work. And I believe ,that 
God’s day will come—lI believe that I can see signs of its 
coming now—when a new work of the Spirit of God will 
be seen. Towards the end of my trip, when the true state of 
the work had been revealed to me very clearly, I read one 
morning in the Psalms for the day: “ Be thou exalted, Lord, 
in Thine own strength; so will we sing and praise Thy — 
power.” It came to me that here was the true basis of 
our prayer, “ Be exalted in Thine own strength,” let the 
power of God be displayed in sovereign activity to the 


renewal of the Church. From the Kwangan Deanery one -. 


applies this to the whole diocese for the need is universal. | 
Let this serve as an encouragement to you as it does to me, 
firstly that this renewal is the work of God and thus possible 
and finally certain to those who pray in faith; and then I 
can see signs that God is working here and there in the 
lives of those who are keys to unlock the doors to a new 
day. What God is doing in the lives of others is sacred till 
He leads them to witness about it themselves, but pray for 
those unknown to you, but known to Him, and of the 
blessing we receive you will have a share. 


December 22nd, 1941. 


In writing a Gircular to the missionaries in the Diocese 
this morning I found my closing message, one for the New 
Year on which we are so soon to enter, in the Collect and 
Epistle for last Sunday, the 4th after Advent. A heartening 
message I found in the Epistle, Phil. 4: “ Rejoice . . . Be 
careful for nothing. . . : with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the peace oi God shall 
keep your hearts and minds.” ‘The prayer in the Collect is 
really personal, for strength to run our course, but we may 
apply it to our work and to our national need: O Lord 
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-faise up (we pray Thee) Thy power and come among us 
and with great might succour us.... Amen. The season 
will long be passed when this reaches you ... but the 
message is timeless and the prayer for all days of stress. . | 
We can “ prepare the way of the Lord ” and in this you too 
can help, but spiritual renewal is the work of Ged. “ Raise 
up Thy power and come among us.’ | 


Last time I wrote of the evidence that I had had in 
one district of the need of this new work of God. A further 
journey has brought fresh evidence, though the breaking up 
of the work has been through war. We are just back from 
Liangshan and Wanhsien, places which have suffered again 
and again from bombing which has scattered the congrega- 
tions. The church in Liangshan was hit and the chancel des- © 
troyed, but wood from partitions left standing has been used 
for a temporary wall across the east end and the space 
-above: has been filled with matting. The congregation has 
been scattered, but a small number meet each Sunday, 
among them some visitors. While I was there we suggested 
trying to start a Bible Discussion Group for educated young 
men and collected a dozen for the first Sunday, to whom I | 
‘gave an introductory talk. On the Sunday afternoon of a 
later visit there were eight or nine. One cannot tell how - 
much might. come of this. Among them were bank clerks, 
a: teacher, a dispenser, a wireless operator, efhgineers, a 
meteorologist and ourselves; seven provinces of China were 
represented and three different countries. 


At Wanhsien one finds a congregation composed almost 
entirely of non-Szechwanese, many Christians from other 
_ parts of China. A refugee from the Hankow Diocese, Mr. 
Lin Ch’eng-fuh, who has been in deacon’s orders for several 
years, was priested at the request of Bishop Gilman, who 
is still down in Hankow, on November 30th, which is 
also St. Andrew’s Day. That afternoon a small Confirma- 
~ tion service was heid at which Mr. Lin’s eldest son and 
daughter were among the candidates. Mr. Lin will now. 
take charge of the church work, giving special attention to 
the pastoral side of it for which he has quite especial gifts, 
while the missionaries give themselves to the evangelistic 
work in opportunities which axe afforded to them more 
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readily perhaps than to a Chinese. Alas, all our plans for 
this work have been upset by Mr. Harper’s having been — 
_ called away to Chungking to become Business Manager 
and Cashier to the new C.I.M.-headquarters set up there. 
We shall have to replan our distribution of forces and that 
will affect other places as well as Wanhsien: you cannot filt 
a vacancy withobt creating another when workers are so 

- From Wanhsien we returned to Liangshan and then _ 
went out to the country place where Miss Smith is looking | 
after the small Girls’ Orphanage and using her medical 
_ skill in getting into touch with the people round about. 
~ On the way to Tahsien from there we came across 


“tracks ” of two of the “ Three Ladies ” of Tahsien. Miss 


Ch’en and Miss Hsii had been visiting a large market town, 
Renshipu, for evangelistic work. We called at the country 
house where they~had been staying, only to find that they’ 
had that very morning left for another place. They had 
apparently had great encouragement. This is what we love 
to see being done, evangelistic work being carried out by 
Chinese Christians: voluntarily and independently. Wher 
we reached the city we found Miss Lu, who had had to 
stay to look after their home, rejoicing in the midst of 
sorrow. She had received news of the death of her brother” 
in Sian, the father of Teh-p’u, her little nephew whom she 
has adopted almost from birth. At this time of her grief 
God had given her the joy of being greatly used to some of 
the old girls of the Tahsien Girls’ School, of which she‘ 
had been in turn pupil, teacher and headmistress. One who’ 
had sinned deeply and gone away very far from God, with | 
tears confessed her sin and turned to God again, while 
others had been much impressed. It may be that more fruit — 
will yet be seen from this school work even after these 
many years. Did Miss Fowle realise, I wonder, before God 
took her, what a fruitful work was done in her school? 
God’s servant has passed on, the school has been closed for’ 
several years, but the fruit abides, fruit whose “ seed ts. in 
itelf’ and goes on producing itself year after year, _— 

~ Now we are back in Chiihsien. I am hoping for two 
whole months to get on with work that can only be dore 
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from one’s office, There are enough problems suddenly set 
us to solve to give one a lifelong headache. Special mission 
grants have provided bonuses to keep workers going till 
our church contributions can be adjusted to the phenomenal 
rise in the cost of living. This adjustment has not been 
achieved yet and now we are cut off from our reserves in 
Shanghai, will the new mission finance administration be 
able to meet this need? We shall get nothing from our 
investments in Shanghai for the Archdeacons’ Fund or 
from other investments. If we can all have the same out-: 
look of simple faith in God, then all will be well. More 
and more we are cast upon God. Writing just a year ago 
to you I said, “ We face the New Year with empty hands.” 
Much more true. is this of 1942.. Our empty hands are’ 
stretched out to-God alone, for it seems that just now even 
our wealthiest earthly friends could not help us, however 
desirous of so doing. It is good to know that “the peace © 
of God will guard” our. hearts and minds. “ you too 
we think in such difficult days as these. : 
God bless you all ! 
J une 25th, 1 1942. 

An air aml route out of China has been opened, and 
so. it is possible to get a letter to you. .Much has happened 
in the last few ‘months in the world and as I write events 
are moving quickly.. 
On my return from the C. L M. Superintendents’ Con- 
- ference in Chungking in. March, we held two missionary 
conferences in Eastern Szechwan, the first being at Tahsien 
in April and the second at Langchung in May. The Rev. 
R. E. Thompson, one of the Assistant Directors of the 
C.LM. was present, giving most helpful addresses on the. 
“Indwelling Life of Christ.” Much time was given to. 
- prayer and we also had sessions each day for reports and 
discussions, the most important subject being that of our 

evangelistic work. | 

Visiting Futsunyi, Nanpu, Sichung and Nanchung on 
the way back from Langchung, I returned here on June. 
3rd, first for a day or two of discussion with the Arch; 
deacons on their work and responsibilities and then from, 
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the 8th to 11th we held a meeting of the Standing Com- 
mittee. Two very important subjects were discussed among 
others of less urgency. The first was the question of 
handing over all church buildings by the Mission to the 
control of the Diocese, local congregations being responsible — 
to our board of trustees. The second was a plan for the 
extension of our evangelistic work. It was decided to 
withdraw our Forward Movement evangelists from the 
places where they have become immobilised and to form 
them into small teams to do intensive short-term campaigns 
in places where it is evident that God is working and where 
follow-up work may be done by the regular staff of the 
pastorate. Three teams are being formed of three 
evangelists with one missionary, under the supervision of 
the Archdeacons, to work in the three archdeaconries, the 
Northern, the Eastern and Kwangan. The pastorates in, 
which this work will be first done are Kwangan, Futsunyi 
and Tahsien. The aim of this method is concentration, for 
we feel that we have been too diffuse in the past. | 


Another subject which received much attention was - 
' that of self-support. The value of endowments is now 
evident, especially where the endowment is in land giving 
regular produce. Our investments in stocks and shares have 
proved of little value, however, especially where the money 
has been invested in Shanghai; the income is a fixed 
amount while prices have risen to a figure anything up to 
fifty times the pre-war level. However, by the goodness 
of God, the generosity of the mission, and cheese-paring 
economy with much self-sacrifice on the part of our fellow- 
workers, we have been able to continue to the present. 
From quarter to quarter we have managed to get through, 

thank God; and now that we are getting adjusted to the 
abnormal conditions, contributions from the churches are 
much 1 increasing. 

* Bishop Ku is continuing his work quiets in inaialiing 
giving much appreciated Bible readings regularly for all 
types of educated men as well as doing some good pastoral — 
work. He has paid a few visits to Nanpu but otherwise 
has not travelled at all as his health and other circumstances — 
make it impossible. The more one works with the two 


‘ 


_ Archdeacons the more one realises what an excellent spirit. 
they are of, and one thanks God on all occasions for them. 
This spring they have not done much travelling, but in the. 
autumn we do trust that they will be able to make visita- — 
tions. The cost of travel is very great, even when one goes. 
afoot, as we all do now, with just one coolie for baggage— 
for bedding that is, with clothes and books. _ 
It is a great joy to realise that Bishop and Mrs. 
‘Houghton are now in England. Their presence there will. 
be a great help to us, for though they have now had to give 
up direct contact with the work in East Szechwan, their 
“hearts are still here I know. I trust that many of you will 
meet with them and get fresh inspiration for prayer from. 
them. 

_ My wife joins me in sending greetings to you all, 

Yours in Christ’s Service, 


K. G. BEVAN, 


Women’ s Missionary Service 
League 


_ The Women’ s Missionary vice League i is an organi-- 
sation in which the women band themselves together to do- 


_. what they can to help forward the work of the Church and | 


to make known the Gospel. We have in East Szechwan 
a branch of the League in nearly all our-larger churches. 
and most of them make a real contribution to the church: 
life.. Each branch should have its President, Secretary 
and Treasurer, elected yearly from among the members.. 

Eyery communicant is eligible for membership. A meeting 
should be held once a month when there is an opportunity 
for reports to be given on the work that the members. are: 
doing and when there is time for prayer and discussion 
about further plans for the future. Members are encour-. 
aged to take part in Sunday School work, visiting and tract 
distribution and personal work. They are also helped to> 
make regular contributions in money or kind or work. 
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_ towards the support of the church and for special efforts. 
"There should be something for everyone to do and, the old 
people who can only pray surely have not the least part.. 
During the past months there have been increasing 
signs of life and activity amongst the branches. In one 
.church, for two consecutive years the League has taken 
responsibility for the yearly Women’s Bible School. Some 
financial help has been given by the parish but what has 
‘been lacking the women have themselves contributed in one 
‘way or another. Another branch has started a working 
party which has been going on for a year. They sell their 
-work and take orders and have already made quite a sub- 
-stantial sum of money. Again, another branch undertook 
the cultivation of silk worms, but they were not so success- 
ful and owing to bad luck nearly all their hard work went 
for nothing. Recently we have been cheered by the reviv- 
ing of one or two branches which had ceased to function 
_and by the prospect of two entirely new branches being 
Started. | 
: We do feel that this side of the work is well worth 
‘developing and that it should prove a real strength to the 
Church. It may even be possible in the future for the 
“W.M.S.L. to support its own women evangelists in work 
-amongst the thousands of unreached women in this immense 
diocese. Meanwhile, the scope of its activities is almost 
‘without a limit, ranging from Mothers’ Unions to being 
responsible for fresh flowers in church on Sundays! 
Please pray that as there were of old women who 
-gladly ministered to the Lord of their substance, so we in 
_ this Diocese may not be belund in our devotion to our 


Lord and 
| J. D. BEVAN. 


Station Notes 


DECEMBER, 1941 


“Day 1. Langchung. 
It was possible to open the Bible Institute@and this 


“erm numbers have increased, fourteen students as against © 
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seven last year. There is a very happy spirit amongst them 
and Miss Clarke writes:’ “This is the best term that we 
have had yet.” This term Bishop Ku has been taking one 


' lecture a week and during December Archdeacon Wang 
_ has been giving a course on the Pastoral Epistles. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ellison have joined the Langchung staff, 
Mr. Ellison is in charge of mission interests and lectures 


_ at the Bible Institute, Mrs. Ellison gives help at the hospital, 
_she was at first in charge of the theatre and now has taken 

over the dispensary from Miss Walker. Dr. Maddox is in 
__charge of the hospital, and good work is being done. The — 


staff has been increased by the addition of a trained 


- Jaboratory technician. Dr. Maddox writes: We are cheered 
by occasional conversions. Recently a young fellow re- 


turned to his home at-Sinchenpa who seems to be genuinely 
converted; he went armed with a Bible and a letter to Mr. 


Chen Wei-chen. An air raid casualty who used to be one of 
the most impossible patients imaginable has been very dif- 


ferent recently and it seems that he is converted. Tang Fuh- | 
sheng, the hospital evangelist, began a conversation with a 


private patient by assuming that he was a Christian because 
- he had an embroidered text on his bed quilt. The patient 


asked Mr. Tang to explain the text and Mr. T’ang believes 
that he was then and there convicted and believed. __ 


An. interesting visit was paid by Mr. Wang and Mr. 
Aldis to Tong Ch’i, where there used-to be a church some 
years ago. This visit was paid at the invitation of Mr. 
Ch’en Wei-hsin, who after forty-eight years all over China 
and abroad (during which time he has, amongst other 
things, been in France with the Chinese Labour Corps, has 
held a conversation with Lloyd George, and been Mayor 
of Kaifeng!) has come back to his birthplace at the age 
of sixty-five with the main object of getting the Tong Ch’i 
church going again. In the six months that he has been 
back he has built a very nice little church with rooms lead- 


Ing out.of it for living quarters, and has arranged to set 
apart a third of his: fields as a sort of endowment for the 
church and another third as a stipend for a Chinese worker 
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and family. He is zealous and active and takes the 7 
services himself. | 


Day 5. Pachung. 

Reference was made in a previous report of an in- 
tended visit to Nankiang. The trip was an encouragement 
in that several believers were found there; much interest, 
even enthusiasm was shown by inquirers; some problems 
connected with property were happily settled, a difficult 
journey both ways was accomplished in safety, despite the 
_ wreck of the boat on the return journey. Please pray for 
Mr. P’uh, the Christian prison governor. | oa 

The work at Wei-chia-pien has suffered loss in the 
deaths of two of the first men to be connected there, but 
at: the funeral of one of these Mr. Lloyd met a number 
of other members of the clan interested in the Gospel, 
notably the headman, who has just read the Bible right 
through. His conversion would mean a lot to tlhe ttle 
community there. 

Last year (1941) all the ten euinary. churches, were 
visited, most of them two, three or four times. Harvest 
services have been held in each church; confirmations, 
baptisms and receptions have been held in several places; 

- but generally speaking evangelistic work goes on only in 

what we: may call “Christian districts”. and little is done 
to reach untouched areas. The Church is expanding from 
within, but not stretching out loving hands to draw all men 
to its Lord. Pray for an outward look upon the fields, 
an upward look for guidance and the thrusting out of 
labourers into the needy field. 


Day 6. Nanpu. 
Mr. Martin continues to have good opportunities 
through contacts with educated folk, as for instance a young 
man who has been coming to him for English and seems 
especially ready to believe the Gospel. On one Sunday in 
November, in place of the regular sermon; a message -was 
given, part exposition and part testimony, by a recent 
believer. 
- Fatsunyi. One of the 1940 party of new workers, Miss 
- Ammonds ‘has joined the staff here and is getting on with — 


2 


Janguage | study. The work prospers in the country but in 
some of the most encouraging places seems to have come 
toa standstill. 


Day 7. Yingshan. 

The country’ work been faithfully édiitinned by. 
Miss Parsons though she has no regular: fellow worker, 
either missionary or Chinese. In her travels she meets with 
Many interesting cases along the roadside who gladly receive 
the Gospel, though on the whole there does not seem to be 
“* abundant Life evident the older of the 
Yingshan area. | 


8. Nanchung. 

| Mr. Hannah writes: We hhave resumed our ‘weekly 
‘preaching in the prison to both men and women prisoners. 
Of the former there are over two hundred, of the women | 
twenty to thirty, and they all listen most attentively. 

The Governor and his wife are always attentive and 
obliging, but so far have shown no interest in the Gospel. 
_My wife reports that the women prisoners are quite res- 
ponsive. Mrs. Wang accompanies her as there is no 
regular Bible woman connected with this station. 

Let us pray for the Associate Missionaries from the 
Continent who are cut off from their home centre. ie 


Day 10. Yoch’ih. 
Please pray earnestly for revival i in this centre. 


Day 11. Limshui. 
Mr. and Mrs. Davis spent a few weeks here, a visit 
which will have been warmly welcomed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Liu Pin-huei, who are very isolated and get little help and 
companionship though they faithfully carry on the ee | 
ing of the Gospel. ) 


Day 12. Chiihsien. 

Attendances at service have been more encouraging 
Jately, but this emphasises the need of more accommoda- 
tion. - Since ‘the burning of the church the only place for - 
meeting is a small conference room at the Bishop’s House. 


| 
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“The schoolboys’ Bible Class continues to meet and we know 
that this work is being blessed: Pastor Chang and old Mr. 
Hsiao visited a country church, Ts’ao-pa-ch’ang, last 
November, spending some time in the homes of the various 
‘Christians, holding meetings for them and preaching to the 
heathen neighbours. They felt that it was a helpful time. 
“Mr. Derbyshire was confined to the compound in the city 
for three months, the doctor having put his ankle in 
plaster; though he found that there was plenty of work to 
be done at home, the country churches have had to go 
‘without the encouragement of his visits. __ | 


Day 13. Tachu. 


The work here goes on steadily and there 1S pare en- 
-couragement amongst the women. One old lady in conse- | 
quence of a dream is now a regular attender at the 
inquirers’ class. Another woman who was much troubled 
with demons was advised by a woman who had once been 
‘an inquirer to go to the Gospel Hall for_relief. She went, 
‘heard and believed, and has been delivered from her trouble, 
her face testifying to the change that has come to her 
heart. The members of the Women’s Missionary Service 
League go out every week to the nearby markets to preach 

-and do what they can to make the Gospel known. 


Day 14. Tahsien. 


The departure of Mr. ‘Temple for his new -appoint- 
tment at Liangshan leaves a big gap in the work here. At 
‘the present Mr. Skinner is the only whole-time man worker 
‘in the parish. He naturally finds it difficult to carry on both — 
‘city and country work and the country work has to wait. 
“On the women’s ‘side things are better. Miss Ch’en. has 
been in the country quite a lot this autumn and has found 
smuch to encourage her. Miss Dix’s Women’s School con- 
‘tinues and they also run classes for small children. Arch- 
~deacen. Ts’ai has been on a long tour round the ‘stations. 
‘We congratulate him and Mrs. Ts’ai on the arrival’ of a 
daughter. She has five older brothers and her arrival Is a 
real joy to all. 
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Day 15. Wanyuan. 
There is continual trouble over the bites of property 
here. Please pray that this may be settled satisfactorily. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 

Despite much damage to property the church still con- 
tinues, though many members have evacuated. Mr. Temple’s 
arrival will be a real strength to the work. A Sunday Bible 
Class has been started for educated men. It is attended 
mainly by people from other parts of China, seven provinces 
being represented the first Sunday. 

_ Tienchiang. Lawlessness abounds jn this county, and 
twice the markets that Mr. Williamson and Mr. Kueh were 
visiting were raided by brigands. They were not molested 
but these happenings make country work uncertain. Please 
pray for the pacification of this county and the safety of our 


people. 

Day 17. Kaihksien. 
Mr. and Mrs. Iliff were in Chungking for medical treat- | 

. ment and dentistry: they are now back and report them- 

selves much better in health. Archdeacon Ts’ai visited 

this whole district last November. 


Day 18. Wanhsien. 

Mr. Lin, of the Hankow Diocese, was ordained 
Presbyter on November 30th, when the Bishop visited here. 
Mr. Lin will be giving pastoral help locally which will be 
most welcome. Mr. Harper has been called to Chungking 
to work in the new C.I.M. emergency headquarters just 
established there, but Mr. Robert, just returned from his 
furlough in Australia, has taken up work here. The Chris- 
‘tians were very much scattered during the summer, but © 
attendances at service are good now. 

Day 19. | 

There are no full-time workers for but 
services have been faithfully carried on by lay readers. 

Archdeacon Ts’ai at the end of N ovember paid a Visit to 
these churches, just missing the Bishop at Wanhsien. He 
writes: “I very much hoped to see you, but unfortunately 
our times did not fit. Several times I considered changing 
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plans, but viewing things’ later ‘I know that it was right 
for me to go to Fengkieh. My work there and at Yunyang 
was good, the people are keen and happy. ts 


23. Mienyang. 

| The schools have now railed here rie Anhsien. 
Owing to a Government order that the Boys’ ‘and Girls” 
Schools must be divided, new buildings will be needed. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 

Dr. Chang, the new Hospital Superintendent, is doing 
‘much to arouse new interest in the medical work among 
the clergy of the Diocese. One result is that the Western 
Szechwan Synod has asked each parish to collect funds so 
that the sick poor may be received into the hospital free 
of charge. 

Shihfang. Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins are very happy in 
their work here, and are gathering round them a good 
_nucfeus of educated people who are sii into the Church. 


Day 27. Hanchow. \ 

A class of.40 young men is meeting regularly for Bible 
study, of whom the Mission vara writes: “ You can 
see the light of Christ upon their faces.” 

29. Chongkiang. 

Much encouragement ‘is reported in the church here. 
Some women of over 60, with bound feet, are walking 13 
' miles to church on ene and are. witnessing in their own 
| 
Day 30. Chengtu. 
| The work in this city is going forward, and there are- 
_ increasing opportunities. The Rev. D. N. Sargent has been 
located to work among Sheng Kung Hui students -on the 
Uniyersity campus and in the C.M.S. Middle School | 
dormitory. A Chinese General who heard Bishop Song 
preach the first of a course of sermons on “The Kingdom 
of Happiness” was so ‘impressed that he joined a Bible 
study class, and afterwards invited the ‘Bishop* to visit 
-Chongking. There he met about 50 influential people in 
- Government and ‘military circles, and was able to have 
personal talks’ with many of them. Please pray for the 


results of this visit: 
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Day of Prayer and Gifts. 


The annual Day of Prayer and Gifts was observed on 
‘Wednesday, June 24th last, and Preb. Hinde kindly presided 
-at the Annual Meeting of the Diocesan Association held 
in the afternoon at the Church Missionary House, Salisbury 

Square. After prayer by Mr. J. Gurney Barclay and a few 
‘words from the Chairman, the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. H. 
Wenham, presented the audited Accounts and Balance Sheet 
‘for the year ended March 31st, 1942. These showed that, 
-although there has been a slight increase in the amount of 
~subscriptions and donations, the balance in hand was only 
-£71 13s. Od., as against £207 19s. 10d. at the beginning of 
~the year, the difference being due to the sending of larger — 
remittances to the two Bishops in Western China. The 
_Accounts were then formally adopted. 

_ The Chairman then expressed the great pleasure felt by 

-all in being able to welcome among us once again Bishop 
and Mrs. Houghton on their return from China, and asked 
‘him to lead the remainder of the meeting. 
: _ Stressing some features of the present situation in China 
‘which specially call for thanksgiving and prayer, the Bishop 
‘mentioned the Christian leadership of General and Madame 
‘Chiang Kai Shek; the missionaries in occupied China, many 
-Of whom have received no home letters for nearly a year; 
‘those in Free China who are faced with almost overwhelm- 
Ing opportunities for spreading the Gospel; and the great 
-difficulties of both missionaries and Chinese workers in 
Meeting the cost of living, which has increased twenty-fold 
-during the last three years.. The meeting was then thrown 
-open for a period of prayer and thanksgiving. 

A short interval-for tea was followed by a brief talk 
from the Bishop, who referred specially to his four years’ 
-episcopate in Eastern Szechwan and his gratitude for the 
- fellowship in prayer and support of all the members of the 

Diocesan Association. He had never forgotten the warmth 
-Of his farewell meeting before returning to China in 1936; 
.and was grateful also for their sympathetic understanding 
when the time came for him to resign in order to answer 
“God’s call to his present appointment. He spoke of his 
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thankfulness that God had already prepared someone so- 
well equipped to carry on the work as Mr. Bevan and. 
that the House of Bishops, after regretfully accepting his. 
own resignation, had been unanimous in supporting Mr.. 
Bevan’s nomination as the next Bishop. He then suggested . 
various topics for prayer, such as the special opportunities 
among students and others in Chengtu and the re-opening of" 
the Mienchu Hospital, in the Western Szechwan Diocese; 


and the Bible Training College in Eastern Szechwan; and 


again threw the meeting open until 5 p.m., when he closed. 


with prayer and blessing. 

All through, a_ splendid spirit of intercession and 
thanksgiving was manifest from which it is felt that much. 
blessing must follow on all God’s work in Szechwan as. 
well as in other parts of China. The financial results of the 
Day, amounting to over £60, also give much cause for- 


thanksgiving. 


Financial Situation. 

_ In view of the need to make known to our subscribers. 
and friends the facts about the present financial situation in 
Western China, permission has been obtained to quote: 
some extracts from:a letter written in July last from Chung- - 
king by Canon Geoffrey Allen, Acting Secretary of the- 
N.C.C., to Mr. Gurney Barclay. He writes as follows : 

The financial situation here is pretty serious: 
figures of the economic department of Nanking University 
. are factual evidence, and therefore worth more than 

just general complaints from people here that they are- 
finding life very expensive. The cost of living figure is up- 
3,200 per cent. compared with 1937. The figure for whole-. 
sale prices is up 4,225 per cent., which shows that prices. 


are still steeply rising, as this will later affect retail prices. 
That means, if before you paid someone $300 a month, 


to-day you would have to pay them $9,600 a month to- 
enable them to live at the same rate. In the same time,. 
the dollar has fallen.against the £ from 1/3 to 3d. You 


can therefore reduce the rise by five times if you reckon — 
it in sterling: but it still means, if in 1937 you paid someone- 
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£200 a year for work in China, to-day you would have to — 
_ pay them £1,280 to enable them to live at the same rate. 
In fact, of course, salaries have not risen to anything like 
this extent. There was, however, very little room for 
economy on old mission salaries. People have therefore 

had to reduce on necessities, on. things which affect either 
their work or their health. A lot of people in Chung- 
king and Chengtu seem tired and nervy, and I think a 
great deal of it is due to worry over finance and a cutting 
short on adequate good food. As examples, we hear of 
one family going without fire through a winter with snow 
on the ground. Only a day ago I posted a letter home 
for a member of another mission. The new air rate has 
gone up from about 1/6 to 3/3. His comment was: ‘I must 
send less letters. But that means less communication 
between China and England just when we want to be 
keeping close fellowship with our friends through these 
days of war. . . . Servants in old days used to get $5 to $20. 
To-day in Chungking Bishop Chen’s servants are asking for 
$400, and highly trained English-speaking servants are ask- 
ing at least $1,000. Rickshaws charge $300 for a short trip 
for which they would have asked 10 cents in old days. It 
costs more to cross Chungking in a rickshaw than it would : 
cost in London in a. taxi; and in London, if you walk 
instead, you don’t have to face tropical heat. Prices for 
foreign supplies are fabulous. Petrol at least £2 a gallon; 
coffee £2 a lb. and so on. A cheaply made Chinese thermos — 
costs £2. Shoes of leather cost anything from £8 to £10, 
locally made. It is.all creating a very dangerous situation — 
_ for Christian work. . . . The people who suffer are the © 
people on a.fixed salary, who are not in a strong bargaining 
position to get it raised. These, however, are largely people 
like pastors and teachers who are important for Christian 
work. There. must be. a constant temptation for these to 
go in for buying, and: hoarding, and gambling’ on rising 
prices. It is a temptation which for many of them is prac- 
tically a necessity if they are to live at all; but it is a 
temptation which: may. wreck spiritual work if it makes 
them live for a day to day gamble to the neglect of their 


Teal work. . . . It means, therefore, too, that all money 
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coming into the country for missionary work and relief 
funds i is worth about 64 times less than it would have been 
in 1937. . . . It seems certain prices will continue to rise 
here. If therefore work is not to be very seriously crippled, 
and if missionaries are not to cut on necessities and 
damage their health, all missions must expect to raise China 
_ contributions to keep pace with the rising costs.” 


Personal Notes. 


The Rev. D. H. Temple has become engaged t to marry 
Miss O. M. Lothian. - 


The Rev. E. B, and Mrs. Davis are ‘rejoicing in | the 
birth of a son, Lionel John, on June 9th, 1942. ee 


The Revs. B. F. Adeney and F. H. Harris were ordained 
to the priesthood on Sunday, April 19th, 1942. Mr. 
Adeney has gone to Chiihsien and Mr. Harris to Nanchung 

for further language study. | 


The Rev. W. H. C. ie been 
transferred from Tachu to Tahsien to take charge of Exten- 
sion Evangelistic Work in Eastern Szechwan. 


The Rev. T. E. and Mrs. Lloyd have been transferred 
from Pachow to Kwangyuan; Deaconess G. E. Mitchell. 
from Kwangyuan to Langchung; and Miles E. A. White 
from Kwangyuan to Nanpu. 


The Rev. D. N. and Mrs. Sargent, who were married 
at Port Elizabeth, South Africa, on May 2nd, 1942, have 
now arrived safely in Chengtu, where he is to work 
specially among students. 


The Ven. Archdeacon V. H. Donnithorne has beer 
very far from well for some time past. He is hoping to 
travel by air to Calcutta early this month for further treat- 
ment. Mrs. Donnithorne and Audrey. are staying in ~ 
Hanchow for the present. 

Friends who remember the Rev. H. J. and Mrs. 


Howden .and their children in Western Szechwan will be 
interested. to hear of the marriage, on July 10th last; of 
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their younger daughter, Joan, to the Rev. G. H. G. Hewitt, 
Senior Curate and Precentor of Leeds Parish Church. 

_ Miss H. M. Armstrong, C.M.S., Western Szechwan, is 
taking up war work at the British Embassy in Chungking. 


In Miss G. E. Wells. 


Miss Gertrude E. Wells, whose death on June 4th last 
was briefly recorded in our June issue, was the senior 
woman missionary in the pioneer band led to Western 

_ Szechwan by the late Rev. J. H. Horsburgh in 1891, and 
had given the best 45 years of her life to the service of the 
C.M.S. Western China Mission. Another member of that. 
first party, Mrs. O. M. Jackson, contributes the following 
appreciation: 

“Gertrude Wells and Alice Entwistle went out to- 
China a few months ahead of our main party and settled in 
Hangchow to study. This gave them a degree of seniority 

. she was our much loved senior missionary. I picked > 
them uprin an inn in Mienchow where they had just secured 
a foothold—and what a foothold! Two rooms and a loft! 
There they began to evangelise and there I stayed with 
them for.a time. The promise of that which was to be 
Gertrude’s work appeared there. Old Mrs. Lin was con- | 
verted on first hearing, and they trained our first West 
China Biblewoman. . . . Gertrude was always the same,,. 
always genial, making no demands, her twinkling eyes res- — 
ponded to all our interests; she was an ideal companion. 
The Chinese men had proloyne respect for her, and the- 
women loved her. . . . | 

The present Secretary of the C.M.S. Western China. 
Mission, the Rev. H. A. Maxwell, writes of her also : 

*“ Miss Wells was one of the most outstanding mission- 
aries in West China. It was not only the length of her 
service which marked her out like this, but the rich quality 
of it. She was full of the love and joy of her Lord. The. 
Chinese knew this instinctively. They knew that she loved 
them deeply, and as the years went by they came increas-- 
ingly to her for comfort and advice. She had a way of pene- 

trating to their real needs and then of meeting those needs. 
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by the grace of Christ.” He speaks of her “ marvellously 
humble attitude that was responsible for her freshness after 
40 yeags of service. It was this that enabled her to adapt 
herself to rapidly changing conditions. . .. Her humour was 
always a saving grace. ... It was this happy disposition 
that made it possible for her to feel perfectly at home 
with all types of people and to turn the conversation 
naturally, as were given, into spiritual 
channels.” 

While Miss Wells has left her mark on-every branch 
of the work among women and girls in Western Szechwan, © 
perhaps her greatest contribution to the building up of the — 
Church there was made through the Women’s School at 
~ Mienyang which she started and of which she remained the 
Principal until her retirement. Many women were led to 


Christ through the time spent in the school, and those who 


showed special aptitude for the work were given theoretical 
and practical training to fit them to become Biblewomen 
_ and pass on the Christian message to others. 

To few missionaries is it given to watch the growth 
of a Church from its very beginnings and the baptism of 
the first converts to its establishment under its own national 
‘Bishop; and it was a particular joy to Miss Wells to be. 
present at Bishop Song’s Consecration in 1929 and to learn 
of his appointment as Diocesan Bishop in 1938. She herself 
retired from active service in 1936, but never lost her en- 
thusiasm for the work in Western China, and many testi- 
monies have been given by her Vicar and others to the new 
interest in and prayer for it which she was able to arouse 
_ during her remaining years at home. To all who knew 

her she was a real friend and, as stated in the Minute . 
passed by the General Committee of the C.M.8. on her . 
retirement, “the youngest recruit and the most seasoned — 
veteran could be sure of sympathy. and help from this 
‘Mother in Israel.’”” To quote once more from Mr. Max- 
well’s letter: “‘ It is not at all surprising, therefore, that, even 
after Miss Wells had retired, Synod should make a strong 
appeal to her to come and spend her last days out here. 
That she resisted these appeals is amother mark of her 
wisdom; but she will always be remembered by her many 
friends in Western China with deep gratrtude to God.” 
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Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUIG (PAONING), SINTIENTZE (TSANG KD), 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

ILUNG, TANISHAN. 

KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING, KIENKOH. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

. KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN. 

TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN.. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- SHIH. 
WANHSIEN. 

FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, 'YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


“<< 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 


20. MOWCHOW. 

21. P’ING-WU (LONG AN), KIANGYU. 
22. CHONGPA. 

23. MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 

24. ANHSIEN. 

25. MIENCHU, SHIHFANG. 

26. TEHYANG. 

27. HANCHOW. | 

28. SINTU. 
29. CHONGKIANG. | 

30. CHENGTU. 

‘31. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For all that He has given to Western Szechwan through the 
life and service of Miss G. E. Wells. | 


For the courage and faith of the workers in Western China’ 
through these days of special difficulty and strain. 


For the encouraging signs of life and activity among the | 
various branches of the Women’s Missionary Service League. 


For His provision of Dr. Chang as the new Superintendent of 
the Mienchu Hospital, and the increasing interest in medical work 
in the Westérn Szechwan Diocese. | 


For the opportunities given to Bishop Song for witness among 
Government and military officials in Chungking. For the increas- 
ing interest in the Gospel message shown by educated people in 
so many places in West China. 


For His blessing on the Day of Prayer and Gifts; and for the 
faithful paper given by so many friends to the funds of the 
D.A.W.C. 


LET US PRAY 


_ For wisdom and guidance for Bishop Bevan, Bishop Song and 
their helpers in facing so many problems created by the serious 
financial situation in West China just now. For all who are suffering 
financial hardship, that they may be so kept by the power of 
_ God that their spiritual lives and work may not suffer through their 
anxieties. That we at home may be faithful in praying and giving 
for the support of the work. 


That God, by His Holy Spirit, will renew His work in the 
K wangan Deanery and in other places where revival is so much 
needed. 


| For God’s guidance and provision for the Mienyang Schools 
in meeting the new demands of the Government upon them. 


For all who have been recently transferred to neW work. 
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